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SUBJECT: CONSERVEDCLIENTS

Policy

SomeDADSclientshavebeendeterminedto be unableto takecare of their personalaffairsand have
beenplacedundertheconservatorshipof a court-appointed-representative("conservator').Conservators
are authorizedto makeimportantdecisionsfor individualsandmaysigndocumentson behalfof a client.
It is DADSpolicyto ensurethat the rightsof "conserved"individualsare protected,that they are treated
with respect,andthat theyare informedof decisionsbeingmadeon theirbehalf.It is essentialthatsteps
befollowedto ensureclientconfidentialityto thegreatestextentpossible.

Procedure

If a clientis identifiedas havinga "conservator,"a copyof theconservatorshippapersmustbeincludedin
theclient'schart.In theeventthatit is believedthata clienthasa conservator,butnodocumentationhas
beenreceived,"consentto release"informationmustbesignedby theclient,authorizingtheclinicianto
contactthePublicGuardian'sOfficetoverifyguardianship.If a conservatorhasauthorityto sign
treatmentdocuments,all documentsthatordinarilywouldbesignedby theclient,mustbesignedby the
conservator.A clinicaldecisionmaybe madeto havetheclientalsosigntreatmentdocumentsor to
receivecopiesof thedocumentssignedby theconservator.


